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Steigerwald Commerce Center: A Plan in Action

The World At Our Door

A Message from the Commission
In 2013, the Port of Camas-Washougal continued to focus on its primary assets including the Marina and Waterfront Property,
Grove Field Airport, the Industrial Park, and Steigerwald Commerce Center.
Key Port investments during 2013 and into early 2014 included capital projects in the Marina to restore electrical power to the
Breakwater/Guest Dock, reconfigure H-Dock, replace pilings, and upgrade headwalks. At Grove Field, the Port installed energy
efficient lighting, paved taxiways, and continued to monitor and maintain the runway and fueling station, with an eye toward
hangar repair and/or replacement in the future.
The Industrial Park remained an integral revenue source for the Port averaging 98 percent occupancy in 2013. The Industrial Park
complements adjacent Steigerwald Commerce Center to the east which realized the completion of Phase 1 and construction of
the Commerce Center’s first building.
The Port maintained a solid financial profile with wise stewardship and prudent capital investments resulting in net income for 2013
exceeding budget projections, with an ending surplus of $981,281.
On the environmental front, port leadership and staff continued the practice of responsible stewardship with various approaches
and public involvement: from smaller efforts such as providing used-oil collection stations and organizing volunteer participation in
the Port’s annual Earth Day event, to larger tasks with far-reaching impacts such as working with the Department of Ecology toward
environmental cleanup of the former Hambleton Lumber site in preparation for waterfront revitalization.
Late in 2013, the multi-agency partnership known as the Camas-Washougal Economic Development Association produced a
marketing video about the Port targeting businesses looking to site in the Camas-Washougal area. As a commission, we’re pleased
to have this platform to showcase the Port, its properties and all we have to offer.
To learn more about Port operations or to tour Port properties, please contact our administrative offices at (360) 835-2196. We look
forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Bill Macrae-Smith
President

Mark Lampton		
Vice President		

Bill Ward
Secretary

Port Leadership
The current Port commissioners are each serving a second 4-year term, representing the district in which they live.
Commissioner
Bill MacraeSmith, holding
the office of
commission
President for
2014, also
served the Port
as commissioner from 1982 to 1987.
During that tenure, the Airport was
formally named “Grove Field” after pilot
and founder Ward Grove; the Corps of
Engineers relinquished control of 600 acres
to the US Fish and Wildlife to develop
what is now known as Steigerwald Wildlife
Refuge; and two new Industrial Park
tenants arrived: Allweather Wood Treaters
and James River Non-Woven (now called
Fitesa). In 2010, Commissioner MacraeSmith returned for a second opportunity
to guide the vision and growth of the
Port of Camas-Washougal. His belief that
“everyone’s opinion has merit” is what has
made him an effective commissioner.

Commissioner
Mark Lampton
was elected to
serve the Port
in 2010 and
is the current
commission
Vice-President.
He brings an extensive background in
real estate as Port representative to the
Columbia River Economic Development
Council, a position held since 2010. His
goal has been to ensure that CREDC
investors are aware of all the Port has to
offer prospective businesses looking to
site in Clark County. CREDC investors are
committed to advancing the economic
vitality of our region and Commissioner
Lampton’s representation has brought
the Port of Camas-Washougal into the
spotlight of the business community as
never before.

Since 2008,
Commissioner
Bill Ward has
been an active
supporter of the
Port’s quest for
openness and
transparency
with the public it serves. He currently fills
the role of commission Secretary and
has been Port Trustee to the Washington
Public Ports Association (WPPA) during
his entire six-year tenure. As a trustee,
Commissioner Ward monitors WPPA’s
business plan and financial activities,
attends various events and promotes the
association’s educational and networking
opportunities. By recognizing the value of
membership, he has advanced the Port’s
involvement with WPPA and all it has to
offer both commissioners and staff in the
operation of a Washington public port.

Steigerwald Commerce Center
In 2013, Steigerwald Commerce Center received recognition from the most comprehensive
building trades award program in the region. The Vancouver Business Journal, the Building
Industry Association and SW Washington Contractors Association selected Steigerwald
Commerce Center as a ‘2013 Top Project.’
“We are extremely pleased to be ranked #6 in the top public works projects, and even
prouder to be among the top four 2013 project finalists who received recognition for
overall Building Excellence,” said Executive Director David Ripp.
A Homegrown Success Story
Foods In Season, an Industrial Park tenant since 2005, is a family owned and operated
specialty foods business that has enjoyed steady growth over the years. When owner
John Anderson expressed a need for more space and the desire to continue their
business relationship with the Port, it was clear that Steigerwald Commerce Center
would be the perfect fit.
Originally planned as a “spec” building in Phase 1 of the Center, construction of Bldg.
15 commenced in 2013 with Foods In Season in mind. Infrastructure and footings
were completed by October and framework followed, readying the building for the
specialized tenant improvements to be funded and installed by Foods In Season and
tailored to its unique business needs.
“Long-time Industrial Park tenant Foods
In Season will locate their expanding
business in Steigerwald’s first building,
and expects to add ten new jobs as a
result of this project,” said David Ripp,
Executive Director. “The Port will match
a $499,000 loan from the Washington
State Community Economic Revitalization
Board with $1,850,000 in local funds to
construct Bldg. 15 and Foods In Season
will complete the interior to fit their
specialty business as a ‘Gourmet Fresh
Foods Supplier.’”

Waterfront Revitalization
In 2013, the Port continued the publicly-vetted process
toward revitalization of the waterfront property formerly
owned by Hambleton Lumber Company.
In March, a team of consultants was formed to assist the Port
with various aspects of the project:
• Rod Orlando Technical Writing & Planning: to update the Port’s Recreational
Lands & Facilities Element, an important component of the Recreation and
Conservation Office grant application.
• Maul, Foster & Alongi, the firm who led the IPG process: to begin steps toward
the environmental cleanup, specifically the Remedial Action Grant application
with Ecology to fund the cleanup.
• Berger/ABAM: to develop a trail design that will one day connect Marina Park
to the Washougal levee, and beyond.
In June, as part of a separate public process, the Department of Ecology hosted an open forum to
receive comments regarding cleanup of the waterfront property.
From April through September, the Port sought public input on the use of existing recreational
facilities as well as preferences for new and future facilities and development, including the proposed
waterfront trail and park. This data was obtained via:
•
•
•
•

Stakeholder and One-on-One Interviews
Open Houses
Online and Written Surveys
Hosted Port Events

In November, the Port received a National Park Service grant for consulting services in connection
with the planned waterfront trail.
See “Waterfront Revitalization” on the Port website for survey data, open house handouts, and regular
project updates: http://portcw.com/index.php/projects/waterfront_revitalization

Community Involvement
The Port enjoys “telling its story” to constituents, business leaders and visitors
alike by sharing past accomplishments, present-day projects and future goals
with an audience of one or many. The community is invited to become part of
the Port’s story by participating in its varied public involvement events. In 2013
these included:
• Open Houses – To inform and involve the public during the
Waterfront Revitalization Project.
• Survey – Conducted both in person and on-line to gather
public input on current and future recreation amenities and
plans for the waterfront.
• Earth Day Event – Volunteers and Port staff cleaned the levee.
• Riverside Concert Series – 12th Annual Event –
Free to the public.
• Lunch with Dave – a casual Q&A with Executive Director
David Ripp to learn about current Port activities.
• Community Appreciation Day/Wheels & Wings – Cars
and planes on display at Grove Field Airport. The Port
takes this opportunity to give back and say “thank you”!
• Christmas Ships Parade – Annual tradition involving the
Dolphin Yacht Club and decorated boats from both the
Willamette and Columbia River fleets.

Responsible Stewardship
The Port’s Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements and Strategic Plan is a “living document” used as a guideline by
the commissioners in making sound policy and planning decisions and by Port staff in recommending actions relating to the
development and operation of the Port.
Goal #1 of the Strategic Plan states: “Pursue non-local funding opportunities (i.e., state and federal grants, loans, etc.) to further
leverage resources.” The Port applied this goal to grant funding and other opportunities in 2013, benefiting both the taxpayers
and the Port:
Bonds:
In January 2013 the Port issued bonds to replenish its cash reserves after purchase of 13.25
acres of the former Hambleton Lumber Mill waterfront property for $6,640,000.
At the same time, the Port refinanced a 2004 bond debt, taking advantage of historic low
interest rates and resulting in an overall savings to Port constituents of $157,124.
Grants/Loans:
• $499,000 from the Washington State Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) to
fund the first building in Phase 1 of Steigerwald Commerce Center.
• $12,412 from the Recreation and Conservation Office to fund restoration of electrical
power to the Breakwater Dock.
• In-kind consulting services from the National Park Service for design of the Waterfront trail.
• $1,516.40 from State Parks & Recreation for operation and maintenance of the pump-ahead in the Marina.
• $395,000 from a Department of Ecology Remedial Action Grant for Waterfront Cleanup.

2013
Expenditures
$3,737,134
40%
2013
Revenues
$4,718,415
50%

Net Income
$981,281
10%

Behind the Scenes

Local Partnerships
The Camas-Washougal Economic Development Association
was formed by a partnership among the Port and the cities of
Camas and Washougal to drive local economic growth. CWEDA
has been instrumental in siting new businesses and retaining
and assisting in the growth of established businesses within the
Port and in our community. In 2013, CWEDA launched a video
promoting the Port with narration by Commissioner Lampton,
tenant commentary, views of Port properties, spectacular
scenery and more. View the 2.5 minute video: www.portcw.com

Office Staff:
Executive Director: David Ripp
Executive Assistant: Mary Murphy
Finance Director: Kim Noah
Project Manager: Jeramy Wilcox
Asset Manager: Larry Connolly
Accounts Payable: Debra Itzen
Accountant: Jen Blomgren
Office Assistant: Angelina Aiello
Maintenance Staff:
Maintenance Supervisor: Steve Klopman
Lead Grounds & Facilities Maintenance: Doris Tillman
Grounds & Facilities Maintenance Worker: Karina Hankin
Maintenance I / Harbormaster: Mark Hamrick
Maintenance II: Darrell Burk
Maintenance III: Eric Plantenberg
Facilities / Janitorial Maintenance: Matthew Cox

Crossword Puzzle
(Answers can be found inside.)
1
2

Guided by the commissioners, the Port staff is
responsible for the Port’s day-to-day operations:

3

4
5

Staff represents 100+ years of combined service to
the Port.

6
7
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Port of Camas-Washougal
9

10

24 South A Street
Washougal, WA 98671
Phone: (360) 835-2196
Fax: (360) 835-2197

ACROSS
3 This waterfront amenity will
connect to Steamboat Landing
4 Name of plan used as guide by
commission
7 Location of Community
Appreciation Day Event
8 Method used to collect
public input
9 First tenant in Steigerwald
Commerce Center
10 Refinanced with historically
low interest rates (plural)

DOWN
1 Restored to the Breakwater
Dock in 2013
2 Last name of current
commission Secretary
5 Multi-agency partnership
6 Major source of capital
project funding (plural)

www.portcw.com

