2012 Community Report
The World At Our Door

Welcome
A Message from the Executive Director
While many people associate the
Port of Camas-Washougal only
with industrial and commercial
development, another important
part of the port’s mission is to
enhance the quality
of life through
tourism and outdoor
activities. Recreational
opportunities are
abundant and are
offered year-round. Two
of the most popular
outdoor activities involve access
to the Columbia River: boating
and beach-going. From the port
marina, boating enthusiasts
regularly launch motor boats,
sailboats, guided fishing charters, and jet boats, as well as
personal watercraft such as kayaks, wave-runners and the
occasional amphibious car-boat!

learning about Lewis & Clark’s six-day
stay or the early Chinook Indian
inhabitants in this area, or making
a reservation for their wedding at
our outdoor rose arbor in
the historical park.
In the summer, the annual
Riverside Concert series
and 4th of July concert
and fireworks show bring
families down to the
waterfront to enjoy the
festivities and unobstructed views of
majestic Mt. Hood as they look east
toward the Columbia River Gorge.
People enjoy the recreational
opportunities at the
port because it’s a
great place to make
memories.

Captain William Clark Park at
Cottonwood Beach, located upriver
from the marina, is a popular
meeting spot for boaters, swimmers
and people just
passing the day on air
mattresses. On a busy
summer weekend, you’re
likely to see picnics, tag
football and Frisbee®
games along the sandy
beach area. In addition,
nature devotees
appreciate the abundant wildlife visible along the dike trail
and at the adjacent Steigerwald Wildlife Refuge.

We believe literally
that the ‘world is
at our door,’ and
endless possibilities
await you here in Camas and
Washougal. Please come out to
the port and enjoy all that we have
to offer. Check out our website at
www.portcw.com or call about a
personal tour.

In other areas around the port district, you will find people
taking private flying lessons at Grove Field Airport in Camas,
piloting model aircraft in a field near the industrial park,

David Ripp,
Executive Director

Best regards,

“It is the mission of the Port of Camas-Washougal to make strategic investments and develop effective partnerships that
enhance the community’s quality of life by bringing jobs, infrastructure, and recreational opportunities to East Clark County.”
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Financial Highlights
We Live Within Our Means

2011 Revenues
$4,708,138

The port continued its efforts to live within its means during
2011 and as a result did not have to draw money from cash
reserves. The port’s cash reserves increased from $7,241,965 in
2010 to $8,478,171 in 2011 a $1,236,206 increase.
The graph at the bottom of the page shows total operating
revenues and expenditures for the port’s three operating areas
during the last five years.

Property Taxes
$2,148,398
45.6%

Operating Revenue
$2,379,069
50.5%

Financial Accountability
On April 15, 2011, the port received another clean accountability
and financial audit report for the 2009 and 2010 fiscal years from
the State Auditor’s Office. You can review the audit report on the
port’s website under Finances.

Non-Operating
Revenue
$180,671
3.8%

“The port’s cash reserves total $8.4 million.
This strong financial position allows the port
the flexibility to quickly respond to economic
investment opportunities, responsibly
manage debt and fund capital projects.”

2011 Expenditures
$3,251,309
Debt Services
$154,095
4.7%

Capital
Depreciation
$820,631
25.2%

General
& Administrative
$1,112,286
34.2%

Operating
Expenditures
$1,150,265
35.4%

Port
Operating Revenues
and&Expenses
Port
Operating
Revenues
Expenses
$2.4M

Non-Operating
Expenditures
$14,032
0.4%

$2.2M
$2.0M
$1.8M
$1.6M
$1.4M
$1.2M
$1.0M
Operating Revenue
Operating Expenses + OH
Operating Income

2007

$2,183,198
$2,106,201
$76,997

2008

$2,233,568
$2,123,197
$110,371

2009

$2,260,646
$2,112,960
$147,686

2010

$2,222,263
$2,102,316
$119,947

2011

$2,379,069
$2,262,551
$116,518
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Property Taxes
Your Port Taxes - How They are Invested

Property Taxes (Camas Resident)

Your port taxes are invested in capital projects that contribute to
economic development in Camas and Washougal. This is done either
through low-interest bonds or by using the port’s cash reserves to pay
for capital projects. In both instances, the port funds these bond issues
and its cash reserves through property tax revenue.
In 2011, the port used tax revenue to pay principal and interest of
$401,706.27 on its outstanding debt and $923,324.06 was spent
on various capital projects approved by the port commission. The
remaining tax levy revenue was placed in cash reserves for future
capital projects. Note: Port taxes are not used for administrative or
general operating expenditures or any day-to-day business of the port.

shows yearly cost to taxpayer who has a home assessed at $200,000

State/County
24.0%
or
$782.52/yr
City of Camas
25.8%
or
$839.42/yr

Since 2010, the port has reduced the amount of taxes levied to its
port constituents (see graph below), while continuing to complete
essential capital projects for the continued economic growth of the
community.

Comparing Your Port Taxes to Other Local Government
Agency Taxes
Port of Camas-Washougal taxes amount to 2.8 percent (city of Camas
residents) or 3.4 percent (city of Washougal residents) of your total
property tax bill. If the assessed value of your home is $200,000, you
pay port taxes of under $90 per year. The pie charts to the right show
the overall tax levy distribution, including annual port taxes, for a
house valued at $200,000.

$2,186,803

$2,113,684
$2,108,710

$2.05M
$2.0M

$2,018,640

$1.95M
$1.9M
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2007

2008

2009

Property Taxes (Washougal Resident)

shows yearly cost to taxpayer who has a home assessed at $200,000

State/County
28.4%
or
$752.83

Washougal
School District
36.5%
or
$968.81/yr

City of
Washougal
27.9%
or
$741.23/yr

Port of Camas-Washougal
3.4% or $89.66/yr

$2,185,521

$2.15M
$2.1M

Port of Camas-Washougal
2.8% or $89.59/yr

Library 3.8% or $100/yr

5 Year
5 Year
TaxTaxes
LevyLevied
Revenue
$2.2M

Camas
School District
47.4%
or
$1,542.08/yr

2010

2011

Marina
The port’s marina operations are
supported by a variety of income
sources to help maintain a stable flow
of revenue, from moorage tenants
and daily launch ramp visitors, such as
recreational boaters and commercial
fisherman, to leases with Portland State
University for an invasive species study
on the breakwater; with the Puffin Café
for an on-the-water dining experience;
with Riverside Marine for boat service,
repair and dry storage; and with Dolphin
Yacht Club. The port also began a multiyear project to replace the uncovered
H-row dock with both sailboat slips
and larger covered slips favorable to
12-month moorage leases in order to
increase revenue and accommodate
waiting list needs.
Marina operating revenues have
exceeded operating expenditures on
average by 42 percent in the last 5 years,
as shown in the graph below.

MarinaOperating
Operating Performance
Performance Trend
Marina
Trend
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Airport
Grove Field receives its operating income from hangar rentals, a hangar condo land lease, and rental home income. In an effort
to be more efficient with public funds, the port deferred its 2011 paving project to 2012, to be included in a major rehabilitation
and reconstruction project of taxiways and hangar aprons.
Grove Field is home to Camas-Washougal Aviation Association (CWAA), a non-profit organization made up of pilots and nonpilots, that promotes general aviation in the community. As another recreational component of the port, CWAA mentors future
pilots, hosts a Summer Aviation Camp, and sponsors a scholarship program for college students entering the field of aviation.
Airport operating revenues have exceeded operating expenditures on average by 31 percent in the last 5 years, as detailed in
the graph below.

Airport Operating Performance Trend

Airport Operating Performance Trend
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Industrial
Park
At the end of 2011, 93 percent of the
port’s industrial park and business
facilities were occupied by more than
40 businesses. This 7 percent vacancy
rate outperforms outlying Vancouver
and Portland markets that have 14
percent vacancy rates. Three tenants
expanded their businesses in the
industrial park in 2011. All together,
they increased in size from 14,625 to
31,200 square feet of leased space,
essentially doubling the total square
footage. In collaboration with the
Army Corps of Engineers, the port
completed a hydrology study in 2011
and is now in position to proceed with
the next steps toward developing
the 120+ acres of the Steigerwald
Commerce Center, east of the
Industrial Park.
Industrial Park operating revenues
have exceeded operating
expenditures on average by 71
percent in the last 5 years (see graph
at right).
The port continued its commitment
toward environmental stewardship
by working jointly with the Clark
Public Utilities Commercial Lighting
Improvement Program to install
energy efficient lighting at four portowned buildings (5, 8, 9, 14) along
with the upland marina lights. The
port received over $16,000 in cash
rebate checks from the Clark Public
Utility District for these projects along
with monthly electrical cost savings
from the new energy efficient
lighting fixtures.

Industrial Park Operating Performance Trend
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COMMISSIONERS
Mark Lampton
District 1: Term: 2010 – 2013
Bill Ward
District 2: Term 2012 – 2015
Bill Macrae-Smith
District 3; Term: 2010 – 2013

PORT STAFF
David Ripp, Executive Director;
david@portcw.com; x101
Jen Blomgren, Accountant;
jen@portcw.com; x100
Larry Connolly, Project Manager;
larry@portcw.com; x107
Mark Hamrick, Harbormaster;
mark@portcw.com; x108
Jack Hardy, Communications Manager;
jack@portcw.com; x110
Debra Itzen, Accounts Payable Manager;
debra@portcw.com; x104
Steve Klopman, Maintenance Supervisor;
steve@portcw.com; x106
Mary Murphy, Executive Assistant;
mary@portcw.com; x102
Kim Noah, Finance Director / Auditor;
kim@portcw.com; x111
Gary Pachl, Maintenance Assistant III;
gary@portcw.com
Eric Plantenberg, Maintenance Assistant III;
eric@portcw.com  
Jennifer Rilatos, Office Assistant;
jennifer@portcw.com; x103
Doris Tillman, Lead Landscaper;
doris@portcw.com
Jeramy Wilcox, Maintenance Logistics/
Asset Manager; jeramy@portcw.com; x113

Port of Camas-Washougal
24 South A Street
Washougal, WA 98671
Phone: (360) 835-2196
Fax: (360) 835-2197
Find us online:

www.portcw.com

